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be as one born among you. T hou ſhalt love him as thy- 
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Lord.” Numb. xv. 15. 


* [ was a STRANGER and ye took me in — Sicl and 
ye viſited me.” — Matt. xxv. 35. 


The generous Mind is not conſin'd at Home, 
But ſpreads itſelf abroad through all the Public, 
And feels for every Member of the Land. YouNc, 
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NATURE, DESIGN, 


AND 
GENERAL RULES, 
OF FMS 


| STRANGER's FRIEND SOCIETY. 


Ir is a melancholy truth, that however de- 
plorable the ſtate of ſtreet Beggars may appear, 
they are not in general the moſt neceſſitous.— 
Cellars, Garrets, and ſuch like places, exhibit 
ſpectacles much more affecting. In theſe abodes 
of human miſery, the wretched inhabitants are 
frequently found, either exerting the laſt efforts 
of nature, to ſupport themſelves amidſt the frowns 
of adverſity, or languiſhing under the moſt 
powerful influence. of complicated diſeaſe. 

B Multitudes 
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Multitudes of theſe have been diſcovered, who 
were utterly deſtitute of friends, deprived of 
every means of procuring the neceſſaries of life, 
and often without the comforts of that Religion, 
which, penetrating the gloom of haman miſery, 
opens a bright proſpect into another world To 
complete theirdiſtrefs, frequently 8S l RANGERS 
in the place, and becauſe of fore affliction, in- 
capable of applying for relief Ho truly deplo- 
rable "muſt their ſituation be | 

Theſe being inconteſtable facts, a few of the 
Friends of ſuffering Humanity, have united 
themſelves in a Society, each contributing weekly 
according to his ability, in order to relieve 
STRANGERS and all ſuch as have no Helper :— 
determining not to permit themſelves to be in- 
fluenced by the former cauſes of preſent diſtreſſes, 
nor the nation, ſect, or party to which weh afflict- 
cd perſons belong. 

From the above it will be eaſily obſerved, that, 
2s this Society is formed on the moſt, benevolent 
and diſintcreſted plan, Proteflants, Roman Catho- 
lies, Strangers and Foreigners, have an equal 
right to be relieved by it ; and no other recom- 
mendation is required than a Suffciency ef | 
evident Diſireſs. 

To the great honour of this nation, charitable 
inſtitutions of various kinds have been eſtabliſhed; 
and on their reſpective plans, much good has 
been done: But this good has been hcal and con- 
fined ; as in general, only a certain number of 


reſident 
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reſident individuals have been entitled to the ad- 


3 vantage accruing from ſuch Charities. But the 


EZ STRANGER's FRIEND SOCIETY is conſti- 


FJ tuted on a more exteuſive ſcale, extends its 
deſigned beneficence throughout creation, and 
F conſequently recommends itſelf to every pious 
humane heart. 


As the concerns of the Sæul are beyond all 


$ compariſon the moſt important, the ſtricteſt at- 
F tention will be paid to the Eternal Intereſts of all 


thoſe who are, or may be objects of this Inſtitu- 
tion, by inftrutting them in the principles of the 
Religion of Chriſt, and the duties reipeQively 


incumbent on them; of all which, many who 
have already come under the notice of this Society, 


vere found te be as ignorant as the beaſt of the 
field. 


Should this Inſtitution continue to meet with 


the encouragement and ſupport it deſerves, we 
I ſhall, in conſequence, be able to procure Food, 
I Clothes, Coals, and Medical Afliſtance for 


I multitudes who are utterly deſtitute of theſe 


: things, and hereby, lives profitable to the Public, 
vill, under the bleſſing of Gop, be reſcued from 
untimely death, 


Every conſiderate perſon will eaſily ſee, that 


to perpetuate the above extenſive deſign, liberal 
Subſcriptions will be neceſſary) — Thoſe who defire 


to ſuccour the Diſtreſſed, are earneſtly ſolicited 


Hin its behalf. Tou wiſh to befriend the friendleſs, 
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and miniſter to the bodies and ſouls of the 


B 2 wretched, 
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wretched, but you know not where to find them. 
Street Beggars you prudently judge are not pro- 
per objects of your Charity.— The Members of 
the STRANGER's FRIEND SOCIETY will 
ſeck for thoſe you wiſh to find—They will meet 
with them in Cellars, Garrets, &c. where you 
have no acceſs, and will ſupply your lack of 
ſervice, by applying your bounty according to 
your own wiſh, and in miniſtering to the neceſ- 
ſitous, become their ſervants and yours for 
Chriſt's ſake. 

All, therefore, who are Friends of Con and 
Man, we confider as Patrons of this Inſtitution, 
Under the auſpices of ſuch may it increaſe and 
flouriſh, that the relief and thankſgiving of 
many may redound, to their comfort, and the 
everlaſting glory of Gop !—Amen, 


THE GENERAL RULES ARE THESE, 
I. THAT the Members of this Society 


nicet once a Week to ſcttle the weckly viſitation 
accompts, tor ceive benefactions, and to take 
in notices and recommendations of STRANGERS 
in DISTRESS; | 
II. That two ſtewards and a treaſurer be ap- 
pointed to take care of the money and keep the 
accompts; the ſtewards and treaſurer to be 
choſen annually. 
III. That proper books be provided, in which 
regular entries of all receipts and diſburſements 
ſhe! 
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W Gall be made; which books ſhall ſtand open tor 


g ö the inſpection of the ſubſcribers and the public. 

1 IV. That the members of this Society be ſuch 

© 2s are of an unblamable character, capable of 
W inſtructing thoſe they viſit in the way of righ- 

I _ : 

- | teouſneſs, end praying with and for them. 


V. That they difgently and partially ſeek | 
for thoſe who fand in the greateſt need of help, 
and relieve them according to their neceſſities, 
and bring their Report to the next weekly 
meeting. 

VI. Every viſitor ſhall make it a point between 
Gon and his conſcience, never to leave thoſe he 
vitits, without praying for, and inſtructing them | 
in the principles of the religion of Chriſt, accord- | 
ing to his ability; and thoſe who neglect to do 
this, ſhall be excluded this Society. 

VII. Every viſitor ſhall endeavour to ſee the 
perſon or perſons, he is called to, in the courſe 
of that day in which the application is made. 


- — — © V 


VIII. Every vifitor ſhall himſelf 5%, if poſlible, ' 
the things neceſſary for the diſtreſſed; and not ; 
truſt the bounty of the Society in the hands of | 
the injudicious or ungodly attendants of ſucli 
perſons. _ 

IX. A ſum of money ſhall be expended an- 


nually in ſhirts, ſhifts, blankets, &c. which 
will be principally given to thoſe who are afflicted, 


$ Becauſe it was often obſerved that ſeveral per- 
{ns from their peculiar diftreſſes muſt have periſhed 
in a few hours had ut the Vijuers found and relicy« 
ed them, B 3 
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X. Exery viſi:or ſhall earneſtly recommend 
cleanlineſs to thoſe he viſits —ſhall oblige them 
as far as poſſible, to let freſh air into the place 
they dwell, to keep the floor clean ſabept and dry. 
XI. As the money collected for this Society, is 
above all other /ucred, every viſitor ſhall uſe the 
utmoſt ſcrupuloſity and care in laying it out :— 


relieving thoſe firſt, who are in the greateſt 


neceſſity, and in ſucb a way, as the relief may 
become mot ect ual. 

Xil. No perion or perſons, ſhall be relieved 
on any pretence whatſoever, previouſly to their 
being viſited. 

XIII. In order to prevent impoſition as far as 
poſlible, every viſitor ſhall endeavour to acquaint 
biniſelf (from the teſtimony of the neighbouring 
inhabitants) with every circumſtance relative to 
the character, conduct, and diſtreſs of thoſe he 
viſits, that he may know better how to relieve 
and inſtruct them: and this he ſhall make the 
principal object of his ir viſitation. 

XIV. No viſitor ſhall relieve his owwz workmen, 
or their families, or thoſe who have wrought for 
him, out ofthe money, &c. of this Society: if 
ſuch be found in diſtreſs, and relief cannot be 
procured for them from the parith, in that caſe, 
a viſitor who has had no intercourſe or con- 
rexion with them, ſhall be appointed to com- 
municate that relief, which the judgment of the 
Society may think proper 

XV. Relief 
| This Rule and the 16th were made 15 prevent 
; abr 
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XV. Relief ſhall be /paringly adminiſtered, till 
the names, places of abode, &c. of the perſon 
or. perſons requeſting it, be mentioned at a weekly 
meeting of the Society; that it may be known 
whether ſuch have been relieved by any other of 
the viſitors. | 

XVI. Every viſitor ſhall leave his name with 
the perſons he viſits ; and inquire, whether they 
have been relieved before, and by whom: and 
all viſitors ſhall take care to inform the poor, that, 
the relief which they bring them, is from the 
STRANGER's FRIEND $SOClE Tx. 

XVII. No viſitor ſhall be permitted to give 
money to be diſtributed by any perſon, who is 
not an enrolled member of this Society. 


XVIII. Theſe Rules ſhall be printed, and a 
copy given to every member of this Society, and 
to each of the ſubſcribers. — 


N. B. Though this Society is inſtituted by the 


MeTHropisTs, yet their own poor ſhall not be 
intitled to any relief from it, a fund for ſupply- 
ing their wants being already eſtabliſhed, 


T9 


the poor from falling under undue influence, by foeww- 
ing ihem that they were nt o liged do their Mg ert 
or Fniploye for this Relief, but to the Charity of 
the Tublic, through the means of the Seciety. 
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TO THE VISITORS OP THE 


STRANGER's FRIEND SOCIETY, 


My dear Brethren, 

FROM the preceding Rules (which com- 
prehend every thing relative to the ſecular part of 
your office) and from the nature of the thiag 
itſelf, you may eaſily perceive, that the work in 
which you bave generouſly engaged, is Important, 
Awful, and Honourable : and, in theſe reſpects 
equals, if not exceeds, every thing an intelli- 
gent being can be employed in. 

1. It is Important—You are called to comfort 
the feeble-minded, to ſupport the weak, to vilit 
and relieve the Fatherleſs and the Widows, to. 
remove, or alleviate every ſpecies of diſtreſs and 


miſery among the people——to prevent untimely 
deaths, and reſcue immortal ſpirits from the pit 


of deſtruction. Theſe are the prime objects of 
this Inſtitution ; from which it appears, that its 
Importance is ſuch, as cannot be EY 
deſcribed. 


2. It is Awful /—You have to deal _ fouls 
as well as hodies. Souls, not cultivated by ſcience, 
nor influenced by Religion; but, on the con- 
trary, ignorant of themſelves, and their Maker, 
immerſed in iniquity, and regardleſs of their 
preſent and eternal intereſts. Theſe, you oblige 
yourſelves « to inſtruct in'the way of righteoul- 
neſs.” What wiſdom ! what zeal! what cau- 


tion 


16 
tion are requiſite in this great work !—Yoy ſtand 
between the living and the dead, to denounce 
the righteous judgements of the Moſt High to 
his fallen creatures, and to explain the plan of 
Redemption. 

You know, that the human heart is prone to 
deceive itſelf, and it is the intereſt of Satan to 
help forward and confirm the deluſion : you have 
the deceits of the one, and the vices of the other 
to conteſt with, To be ſucceſsful, you muſt 
ſtrive to gain admion to the molt ſecret receſſes 
of the mind—to the abode of vain hopes aud 
wiſhes, . in order to examine their reſpective 
grounds, and manifeſt the tendency they have to 
deſtroy they ſouls of thoſe, who while they in- 
dulge them; live in the habitual neglect of Gop, 
and in the tranſgreſſion of his ſacred Laws. 
When the vain expcfatizns of the qwicked are cut 
:/, in their place, you muſt endeavour to implant 
that certain Light, the infallible Word of Gop, 
which points them out the way to himſelf, thro' 
the ſacrifice of his beloved Son, 

You ſee the {word coming to cut ofthe un- 
godly ; warn them, tliercfore as from the Moſt 
High, and ſhew them their danger, and where 
{.lvation may be found. But take heed that this 
be done with faithfulneſs and perſeverance; for- 
if thro” in{ufntcient information, any of thoſe, de- 
pending on the directions you have given, ſhoul 
vainly expect to enter into eternal glory, without 


having | 
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1 
having been deeply convinced of the deſtructive 
nature of ſin, and the neceſſity of a full recon- 
ciliation to Gop, how unutterably woeful muſt 
your ſtate be, if you have healed their hurt ſlightly, 
and cried Peace! Peace! before God pad proclaimed 
it, 

I do not ſpeak thus, my dear Brethren, to 
alright you from the awfully glorious work you 
have undertaken, but to make you {till more 
faithful and cautious in it; and to intimate the 
neceſſity of your walking continually in the Light 
of the Lord——that being taught of him, you may 
be fully enabled 7/9 warn every man. and teach every 
man in all wiſdom, that you may preſent thoſc you 
have to do with, perfefF in Chriſt Feſus: and to 
accompliſh this noble work, Gop will give you 
wifdom and power ſufſicient, if you earneſtly ſeek 
them. 5 

3. It is Honcurable for in this bleſſed em- 
playment you imitate the Saviour of the world, 
who came to ſeek and to ſave that which was loſt. 
Like him in your inferior meaſure, you go about 
doing giod, relieving all manner of diſeaſe and diſtreſs 
among the people. As his reſpected infiruments 
you {hall ſave many from the jaws of an untime- 
ly death, and perhaps from everlaſting woe; and 
by reſtoring them to their Families, to Society, 
and to the Church of Chriſt, you will acquire to 
yourſclves that honour that comes from Gop, and 


at 


4 
at the end of your work, find, that thoſe wbb turn 


many to righteouſneſs ſhall ſhine as the flars for ever 
and ever. Amen. 


Take courage my Brethren! Gop has already 
crowned your labour of love with uncommon 
ſucceſs; and He will continue with you. Go for- 
ward then in your difficult, yet glorious employ- 
ment! Leave no corner of this large and very 
populous City unexplored—Hunt Poverty, Sin, 
and Diſeaſe, thro' all their public haunts, and 
private retreats—Htrive to leſſen, at leaſt if you 
cannot totally remove, the immenſe load of hu- 
man ills and prove to the diſtreſſed, by your 
ſympathetic tenderneſs, that you do not derive 
your principles from your Rules howſoever ex- 
cellent, but from the clemency of that Gon, 
whoſe Name is Mercy, and whoſe Nature is Love. 

Again I fay, „be not . diſcouraged : ” in due 
ſeaſen ye ſhall reap, if ye faint not. The provi- 
dence of Gop, influencing the public mind, will 
afford you means ſufficient to relieve the bodily 
wants of thoſe you viſit z and his Grace will 
enable you to do good to their Souls. Be inflant 
in ſeaſon, out of ſeaſon 5 reprove, rebuke, exhort, 
with all long ſuffering Lift up your hearts and 
voices over them im earneſt ſupplication to that 
(ob, whoſe nature you ſhare : become inter- 
ceflors for their jouls; and thoſe who withſtood 
the threatnings of the Divine Law, and perhaps 
diſregarded your inſtructions, will be conſtrained 
to vield to the effuſions of your love, 


NN . 
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Wiſhing you unlimited ſucceſs, and heartily 
praying, tha: the bleſſing of the Moſt High may 
reſt on the Stranger's Friend Society, 


I am, my dear Brethren, 


10 our affectionate Servant in the Lord, 
A: 


TO THE INHABITANTS OF DUBLIN. 


THE viſitors of the STRAXGER's FRIEND SoCI- 
ETY, in behalf of the many diſtreſſed families and 
individuals who have been already relizved, beg 
leave to return hearty thanks to the ladies, gen- 
tlemen and others, in this City, who have con- 
tributed to the ſupport of an Inſtitution formed 
on the moſt ditinterefted principles, and calcu- 
lated to leſſen the evils, and promote the ſpi- 
ritual and temporal welfare of thouſands. 

From the laſt Aunnal Report, made on the firſt 
of January 1799, it appears that the ſmall ſum 
of 581. 6. 3. has been diſtributed among res 
hundred and nine families! many of whom were 
in the utmoſt diſtreſs, and in all human proba- 
bility muſt have prrithed, had it not been for the 


timely aſſiſtance they received from this ſociety. 


—Hee a few calamitous caſes inſerted in pages 
10, 20; . 

Notwithſtanding what has been done already, 
it is painful to have occaſion to ſay, that many 
hundreds more have been found in ſimilar diſtre{- 
ſes, to whom (from its contracted circumſtances ) 
the aid of this fociety could not reach; nor could 


the 
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tenſively ſpread, as it has been divided to each 


in as ſinull portions as poſlible, ſo as to permit the 


relief to be at all effectual. | 
From the rules and regulations which we have 


nov adopted, we ſhall till be able to purſue the 


lame economical plan, and even to improve it, 


that whatever is collected, may be diſperſed. 


among as. many as poſſible. 


That the coming Summer portends nearly as - 


much diſtreſs to the poor, as the late Winter pro- 
duced, will. require few arguments to prove to 
thoſe who ſeriouſly conſider the uncommon dear- 
neſs of proviſions. Even now: the viſitors find 
many, very many in extreme diſtreſs. The de- 


mands are ſo numerous and preſſing, it cannot be 
ſuppoſed we can form any fund: On the contra - 


ry there is a demand for every penny as ſoon as 
it is received, and for much more than is contri- 
buted. Truſting in HIM who alone is able to 


influence the public mind to give mere largely, 
we are increaſing the number of viſitors: Men 
cholen on the preceding rules, ho deeply fear 


Gop, and love all the fouls he bas made—men 
of humane hearts and found judgments, who are 
determined thro' the aid of their Maker, to lay 
themſclves out to the uttermuſt for his glory and 
the public good, But whit can thete do without 
your aſſiſtance? Come forward then, in the 


name of the Father of , compations ! and contri- 


C bute 


the caſh already diſtributed, have been more ex 
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bute to the numbers who are ready to periſh, 
whoſe prayers to God for their benefactors, will 
draw down innumerable bleſſings on yourſelves 
and your families. 

Men and brethren ! let no party prejudices in- 
duce any of you to withhold your: ſupport from 
this Inſtitution. While your ſouls melt at the 
tale of woe, and your hand is ready to miniſter 
to the wretched through the medium of the 
STRANGER's FRIEND <OCIETY, an evil 
genius may whiſper « Theſe men wiſh to make 
profelytes— “ they wiſh to ſerve their own par- 
ty by this Inſtitution.” NO—The liberal plan on 
which this ſociety is formed, amply refutes this 
uncandid inſinuation, and the Rules abſolutely 
preclude every member of the Methodiſt con- 
nexion from being relieved in any form whatever 


from the contributions to this ſociety, In this 


inſtance alone, are we contrated—here alone, 
we are illiberal. Forgive us this wrong, But 
why do you connect religion with it?“ Becauſe 
we believe THERE Is A GOD, and know that the 
Salvation which he has provided can alone afford 


laſting comfort to the human mind. Therefore, 


we openly confeſs, that our grand aim is to get 


"thoſe ſouls which are aſtray in the dark paths of 


ignorance, fin, and death, and who have none 
that care for them, brought to the acknowledg- 
ment of that truth which is according to godli- 
neſs; and the lives of thoſe who are ready to 

1 periſh 
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periſh, prolonged, that they may become uſeful 
members of civil ſociety, and fellow-heirs with 
you of the grace and power of an endleſs life. 
But we aim not at making proſelytes to any creed 
that diſtinguiſhes any ſect of religious people. 
As inſtruments in your hands, we wiſh to fave 
life—as inſtruments in the hands of Gop, we 
wiſh to ſave ſouls, This is our aim, and the 
utmoſt bounds of our ambition. Sectarian preju- 
dices of every kind we ſacrifice (in this work) at 
the ſhrine of univerſal philanthropy, and endea- 
vour through his grace, to imitate H1M who went 
about doing good, and relieving all manner of 
diſtrefles among the people. 

Give us then, we entreat you, in the name of 
Gop and Man] pecuniary aſſiſtance, and help us 
by your influence, and by your prayers ; and 
then watch our conduct; follow us to the abodes 
of fin and miſery, and examine whether your 
bounty be not expended according to your utmoſt 
wiſhes. Or, if you cannot go with us to theſe 
habitations of death, inſpect our books, where 
regular entries ſhall be made of the cafes and 
places of abode of the diſtreſſed, and the 
quantum of relief communicated to each. 

As ſeveral perſons may find it more convenient 
to give a /ittle often, than to give much at once, 
we therefore ſolicit ſuch to ſubſcribe eveekl;. 
However ſmall the ſum may be, it will be grate- 
fully received, and by theſe weekly receipts, we 
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ſhall have an increaſe of power to relieve thoſe 
diſtreſſed perſons whom we daily find. 

The moſt rigid impartiality we truſt ſhall 
mark all our ſteps, and no other recommendation 
{ſhall ever be deemed neceſſary by this So iety, 
but a H iciency of evid-nt diftireſs, and without 
which no perſon can be relieved howſoever re- 
commended ; for a ſ#b/criber may be impoted 
upon, but a wr ſcarcely can, who is obliged 
by his rules to viſit the perſon applying for relief, 
previouſly to ſuch relief being granted. Therefore, 
letters of recommendation are not required; any 
perſon may. give notice of thoſe whom he knows 
or ſuſpects to be fit objects of the attention of this 
Society. Parliality and Favour can have no place 
here, but the voice of unaided miſery: ſha!l be 
ever attended to. 

Friends of Gop and Man! here is a noble 
work in which you may do good to the uttermoſt 
of your power, and fulfil one of the firſt duties 
of the religion of Chriſt, by viſiting through theſe 
your ſubſtitutes, the father/eſs and widows in their 
Miction, without ſubjecting yourſelves to the pain 
and danger of ſuch an employment. Govb invites; 
every precept of the Chriſtian religion countels; 
and the preſſing neceſſities of multitudes of your 
brethren, the. children of the ſame Univerſal 
Parent, call upon you with a loud and -pitecus 
voice to honour human nature in your own per— 
ſons, by acting agreeably to thoſe maxims of 


univerſal 


6 
univerlal benevolence, which you all profeſs to 
hold /acred. 


May Gop enlarge your hearts in this good work, 
and reward you with unnumbered ſpiritual and 


temporal bleſſings! are the hearty prayers of the 


STRANGER's FRIEND SOCIETY. 
DounLin, APRIL 15th, 1799. ; 


The following Caſes it is preſumed will evince the 
utility of this philanthropic Inſtitution : the reader 
no doubt will feel, that in thoſe inſlances alſo, * it is 
more bleſſed to give, than receive. 


A man (with his wife and ſix children) hav- 
ing failed in buſineſs, was thrown into the 
Marſhalſea, where he ſuffered a heavy fit of ſick- 
neſs, and when liberated, twice relapſed in 
a Fever; during which time, all his and family's 
things were iſpoſed of, even to the cloaths they 
wore—The Stranger's Friend found this poor 
family almoſt-famiſhed, and applied inſtant ſuc- 
cour, and gave them ſupport for eleven weeks; 
alſo provided him cloaths, by which means he 
was enabled to obtain work, for which they 
gratefully return ſincere thanks to the Stranger's 
Friend Society, and offer up fervent prayers for 
the patrons of it. 

The caſe of Catherine Kelly was truly piti- 
able—Her huſband for want of employ, was 
obliged to go abroad, leaving a wife with ſeven 
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helpleſs children in the greateſt diſtreſs— The 


Stranger's Friend being appriſed of her ſituation, 
inſtantly viſited her dreary abode, where ſhe lay 
in child · bed, bereft of that indiſpenſible nouriſh- 
ment requiſite in fuch a critical ſituation Her 
little ones lacking food —her furniture, even the 
bed to which ſhe was then confined, were under 
ſeizure by an unrelenting Landlord. She received 
inſtant relief; money was alſo afforded to prevent 
the Landlord from ſelling. 

Mary Reynolds, with fix little children almoſt 


naked for want of cloaths, and famiſhing for 


want of food The beginning of April, (the ſe- 
vereſt weather experienced at this ſeaſon) a 
member of this Society found them in a miſera- 
ble habitation, in a waſte room, on a ground 
floor of a back houſe in Bull-Alley—In this 
place they were actually huddled cloſe together, 
on a heap of litter in a corner, endeavouring to 
keep each other warm, no fire being in the 
room—Here indeed it was neceſſary to extend 
temporal mercy ; they were ſupplied with food 
and fire, and ſuch articles of their wearing ap- 
pare] releaſed from the pawnbroker, as enabled 
them to go abroad and earn bread. 

A Member of this Society paſſing thro 
Eſſex Street, perceived a man of genteel appear- 
ance ſtooping, and greedily devouring ſome po- 
tatoe-ſkins which he had found in a gutter, — 
affected at ſuch a ſight he was impelled to enquire 


into 


( 8.7) 
into the cauſe of ſuch apparent want; to which 
this famiſhing mortal replied, that for want of 
employ his family were literally ſtarving at 
home ; that not having it in his power to ſupply 
their wants, all probable means being exhauſted, 
and being incapable of enduring their wretched- 
neſs he fled from them in deſpair—he was ac- 
companied to their refidence—the - doleful tale 
was true | this family alſo was ſcaſonably relieveds 
the bead of it placed in a ſituation whereby he 


has been enabled to provide comfortably for the 
whole, for which relief they are all very thank- 


ful. 

J. Uſher, (a few years fince was in the re- 
ceipt of near { 1000 per Annum.) was diſcovered 
by a Member in a moſt wretched ſituation. in 
a Garret, No. 57, Plunket-Street —blind and 
almoſt naked, nor was there ſufficient Straw un- 
der him to. cover the cord of the old bed-itead 
on which he lay—he had alſo a diſconfolate 
partner and child; declared that the laſt re- 
ſource left to alleviate in part their hunger, was 
to pawn her only cap and. a prayer-book, upon 
which they procured eight-pence! This was 
their whole dependance when a door of mercy 
mmexpectedly opened for the ſupplying of their 
wants, thro' the medinm of the Stranger's Friend 

James Cooney, 67, Plunket-Street, a deplo- 
rble objet known to have been an induſtrious 
man, (by trade a ſhoemaker) having a wife and 


two 
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two children—his ſituation as related to the 
viſitor was as follows: that he was afflicted (as 
was obvious) by an inveterate ſcurvy, and con- 
fined to his bed for ſeven weeks, during which 
time their /itrle all, by degrees was of neceſſity 
pawned or fold to ſuſtain nature—his whole body 
was perfectly leprous; delicacy forbids deſcrib- 
ing his great wretchedneſs—the Surgeon who 
humanely attended, gave him ſome hopes of re- 
covery, provided he could procure nouriſhing 
food—this lack the Stranger's Friend cheerfully 
ſupplied, alſo clothes to enable him to get the 
advantage of good air. 


Catherine Crowder, No. 14, Cole-Alley: at 
the time ſhe was firſt viſited her huſband had 
deen dead five weeks, She was in exceeding 
great diſtreſs, having four children, one fix, 
another two years old, and two were twins about 
ſeven weeks old. *Tis not eaſy to deſcribe her 
fituation, or the feelings of the perſon who came 
to her relicf—he was welcomed as an inſtrument 
of heaven to her neglected abode! She and children 
were upon the eve of being literally ſtarved ; and 
the whole of them without any covering—They 
were ſupplied with Clothes, Shoes, and Money 
repeatedly, till Infinite Wiſdom thought proper 
to deliver the ue injants from the miſeries 
by which they and parent were ſurrounded. 

Ann Lynch, a widow with a child, from com- 
plicated diſtreſs, was obliged to diſpoſe of every 


article 


1 
article cf her cloaths, for the ſupport of herſclt 
and child, even to her blankets. Thus was ſhe 
circumſtanced in the month of February, when 
providentially ſhe was diſcovered by one of this 
Society, at No. 36, Plunket-ſtreet, who bought 
her Blankets, and relieved her from her great 


diſtreſs by affording her means to procure 
future ſupport. X 


It would be impoſſible, in the compaſs of this 
Pamphlet, to give an accurate account of the 
many diſtreſſcd Objects that have been relieved. 
Perſons defirous of ſtill further Information may 
be gratified, by having recourſe to the Books 
for this purpoſe. It is, however, neceſſary to add, 
that by the-- mercy of God, and through the 
medium of the Stranger's Friend Society, num- 
bers of healthy, but deſolate Strangers have been 
ſupplied with Clothes, Food, and Money to pay 
their Paſſages to other Kingdoms. Some un- 
fortunate young Women have allo been reclaim- 
ed from a life of Proſtiturion, and reſtored to 
their diſconſolate Friends; Large Families for 
want of Employ, in a ſtarving Condition, have 
met with ſeaſonable Relief: and many have been 
provided with Work in various occupations. 
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SUBSCRIPTIONS. AND BENEFACTIONS, 


will be recarved by the 


Rt. ion. Lord Mayor, and Sheriffs, 
Rt. Hon, David La Touche, and Co. 
tir Wm. Gleadowe Newcomen, Bart. 
Robert Shaw, Eſq. Merrion- Square, 
David Com: tney, Eiq. Bagget-ſirect, 
Alderman Hutton, Leeſen-ftreet, 
Arthur Guineſs, Eſq. FJames's-gate, 
William Duncan, Eſq. Beresord-fircet, 
Arthur Eeene, Eſq. e 
Barth, Maziere, Eſq. Mary's- Abbey, 
Mark Maziere, Eſq. Eccles-/reet, 
Ebenezer Dix, Eſq. Der/e-jireet, 
Samuel Roſborough, Eſq. Charles: ft rect, 
John Ferrar, Eſq. Merrion-Roau, 
Michael Allen, Eſq. Coombe, 

David Courtney, Elq. Flet-/[reet, 
Mr. William Keene, \) 1 
Mr. B. Dugdale, 5 4 
Mr. Thomas Smith, Uſber's-quay, 
Mr. Henry Brook, Dominic#-Areet, 
Mr. John Charrurier, Capel ſire, 
Mr. Sharman, Dawn flreet, 

Mr. A. M' Donald, Graſton-Ilreet, 


Wade & Marthall, 16, Dame-/lreet, Treaſurers. 


An Annual Report will be regularly Printed, 


Os 


